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Seasonal Forestry Position on the Hiawatha National Forest  
 
The Munising Ranger District of the Hiawatha National Forest is advertising for a seasonal 
forestry position for 2012.  The Munising RD is on the west zone of the forest, which is 
geographically tucked between Lakes Superior and Michigan. Munising is located on the shore 
of Lake Superior and is approximately 3 hours from Green Bay.  
 
 

STEP position 
 (STEP positions do not have conversion potential to a full-time job but the work experience will 
be relevant to other jobs advertised in USA Jobs). 
 
Forestry Aid/Technician, Reforestation/Timber Stand Improvement (GS-3/4/5), Munising  
Duties include reforestation seedling survival/stocking surveys and their interpretation, tree 
planting, inspection of tree planting, timber stand improvement with hand or power tools, 
fencing, safety person for heavy equipment, and other duties as assigned. The student may get 
some exposure to timber marking, GPS and silvicultural stand examination. Some fire fighting is 
possible if minimum qualifications are met or acquired. Much of the position will be outdoors in a 
range of temperatures and weather conditions and over varied terrain, often walking long 
distances. The ability to work independently without direct supervision is required. GPS, GIS, 
data recorders and Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, and Access) skills strongly preferred. The 
student may be exposed to other activities within the Forest Service. Work period will be from 
approximately mid-May, 2012 through late August, 2012. Contact Tim Baker (tbaker@fs.fed.us 
or 906-387-2512 x. 18).  
 
 
 

Eligibility and How to Apply 
 

STEP (Student Temporary Employment Program) positions are only open to college 
students who will be returning full-time in the fall. For this reason, the length of employment 
is typically Memorial Day through Labor Day. To apply for these positions, you must submit 
either a resume OR an OF-612, a copy of your transcripts AND a cover letter indicating which 
position(s) you are applying for. That cover letter should highlight previous employment or 
coursework that you’ve taken which make you an excellent candidate for the position you are 
applying for.  Mail or e-mail your application to Tim Baker:  
a. Via USPS, send your application to 400 East Munising Ave, Munising, MI 49862.  

b. Via e-mail, send your application to tbaker@fs.fed.us. 
 
Start and end dates are negotiable. Both filling the position and the length of appointment 
are dependent on funding availability.  Employees will generally be expected to work 8 hour 
days, Monday through Friday; a maxi-flex schedule allows workers to work longer hours on 
some days and shorter hours on other days if needed. Diversity candidates are encouraged to 
apply and to self-identify in the application.  
 
Requirements: A valid state driver’s license is required for all this position and the successful 
applicant will have to attend defensive driving training to utilize government vehicles for work. 
The ability to work independently without direct supervision is essential. Applicants should be 
enrolled in a natural resources or related environmental science curriculum but this is not 
required.  
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Housing: There are shared, bunkhouse-style quarters available at Munising with limited space. 
First priority goes to nonpaid interns. Second priority goes to STEP students. Cost is 
approximately $29.05/week under payroll deduction. The housing could be co-ed. Apartments 
are also available for rent.  
 
Salary: Students between their freshman and junior years typically qualify for a GS-3 position 
(approximately $11.95/hour); students between junior and senior years without prior applicable 
experience typically qualify as a GS-4 (approx. $13.41/hour) as may a sophomore with 
applicable prior field experience. A junior or senior with extensive prior applicable experience 
may qualify as a GS-5 ($15.00/hour).  
 
Application Deadline: The deadline for submitting your application is March 2nd (postmarked 
by or emailed). Some applications may be considered after that deadline. 
 

 
General Information 
 
Work conditions: The vast majority of work for these positions will be in the outdoors. 
Conditions will vary from cool to very hot to humid to rainy. Incumbent should be in good 
physical condition and needs to be equipped with leather boots (at least 6 inches high), long 
pants, and long sleeve shirts each day to protect the body from the elements, scratches and 
insect bites. Weather can be quite variable so incumbent will need to bring clothes for hot, cold, 
and rainy weather. Any specialized equipment (i.e. hard hats, leather gloves, compass, chaps, 
GPS equipment, etc) required by the Forest Service for specific tasks will be provided by the 
government. Students will participate in tail-gate safety discussions prior to starting any new 
activities and will be thoroughly briefed on job hazards. Some firefighting is possible if minimum 
qualifications are met or acquired.  
 
About the Hiawatha National Forest: The UP is known for its outstanding recreation 
opportunities. It affords abundant fishing, biking, hiking, camping, boating, sailing, kayaking, 
birding, hunting and other summer sports. Renowned for its spectacular beauty, the Upper 
Peninsula is home to a diverse array of northern hardwoods, pines, pine barrens, dunes and 
swales, as well as numerous inland lakes, Great lakes shoreline, marshes, rivers and streams. 
Varying landforms, combined with the influence of the Great Lakes, create many different 
weather zones. Summer temperatures are typically in the 70 degree range near the Great 
Lakes shorelines, while inland from the lakes' moderating influence they reach 10 to 15 degrees 
higher. For more information on the Hiawatha go to http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/forests/hiawatha.  

 
 


